Purple Pen

for Planning

Purple Pen is now used to plan all levels of orienteering events from club activities to

International events. It is very easy to use.

Download Purple Pen from www.purplepe

n.golde.org Click Download on the Menu

bar and then Download Now. Click Save

File. From your Downloads, open

purplepen-exe, follow the Install Wizard and click Install.

Preparation
1

Open Purple Pen by double clicking the icon. In the dialog box

select Create a new event and then OK.

[#] Welcome to Purple Pen E
/' Purple Pen
course setting fm:' orien teering

® Create a new event... <:

O Open an existing event...

x

O Open "rucstall'

O Open a sample event

Purple Pen s free software and may be copied and
shared. Development of Purple Pen is supported only by
your denations.

Make a donation

2

In the dialog box Create New Event
give your event or activity a title. Next.

3

In Map file dialog box select Choose
map file. Double click on your OCAD
or pdf map file which you should have
stored in your chosen folder. Your map
could be a pdf grid for an activity.Next

Note pdf maps can also be used after
you have downloaded “ghostscript”.

You will be asked to install GPL
Ghostscript when you choose a pdf as
your map file. A pdf map will include your

| Create New Event X

Event Title

The event title will be displayed on the first line of every centrol description sheet. It is !

alse used as the file name for storing your event on disk,

To fit on the description sheet, it should be less than 25 characters in length, Examples

of good event titles are "US Champs Day 1" or "Riverview Park, 4/12/06".

Event Title: School Name|

Mext = Cancel P

| Create Mew Event b

Map File

In order to design your courses, you must select the map file you will be using.
Typically this is an OCAD file (although image files like JPEGs can be used instead).
Click the "Choose...” button to select a map file.

Choose map file...

< Back Cancel

logo. If you store the jpeg logo alongside

your OCAD map then it will again be included on the map



Create New Event ®
Print Scale t
In the Print Scale dialog box enter the s S e
map scale shown on the map. E.g. o s R
1:500. Next. Default printing scale: 1 %

(¥ou can change the printing scale later for any course by choosing Course/Properties.)

< Back Mext > Cancel

Create Mew Event X

Paper Size

5

Enter the size and orientation of the paper that you will use to print your map.

In the Paper Size dialog box. Select A4
and the orientation of your map. Next. Se B 0mm x297mm) _

Width: (210.1 2| mm Height: (2969 % | mm

.....

Margin (all sides): 0.0 |2 mm

3 =

Portrait Landscape

You can change this later with File/Set Print Area.

< Back Mext = Cancel
Create New Event *
6 Event File Location
In the Event file Location dialog What folder (directory) do you want to save your course event file in?

box enter the folder, usually the
same folder that contains your
map. Next.

®) In the same folder as the map file.

(O In another folder | choose.

< Back Mext = Cancel




Create Mew Event P

Control Numbering

In the Control Numbering box accept

Newly created controls are automatically numbered. Please choose the starting control
31 unless you know the numbers that rumber to us.
you are going to use. They can be
changed later. Next.

Starting code: i31 o

[] Disallow codes that could be read upside-down (e.g., "68"/"89")

(This setting can be changed later using Event/Automatic Numbering)

Create Mew Event >

Create Event

Click "Finish" to create your new event. Your event file will be saved as:

8

In the create Event bOX CIiCk Fi niSh - After your event is created, select "Mew Course...” from the Course menu to create one

OF MOFE COUTSEs,

< Back Cancel

9

The planning screen appears with the Control list on the left and the map. Maximise
the screen and zoom into the map —blue control arrow bottom right. Or use mouse
wheel. You can drag the map so that the area of interest is central.

School Name - Purple Pen

File Edit View Event Course Item GPS Reports Help
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Planning Courses

1 If planning an activity rather than a course, where you do not want lines joining the
controls, go to No. 2a below.

First create the start and finish of your course. From the toolbar click Add Start and
take the cursor, which will drag a triangle, to your start position and click to place. Do
the same with Add Finish. The Start and Finish appear in the Control list under All
Controls.

School Mame - Purple Pen ‘

File Edit View Event Course Item GPS Reports Help

=2 Wl K | A AddStat (O Add Control (©) Add Finish [ Add Descriptions % Add Map Exchange - ‘? Add Special ltem ~ -
All controls I
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Mew Course 7 *
Course name: |Acti\rity‘l|

2 Coursetype: | Mormal Course ~

From the Menu Bar select Course (see Length: km
arrow above) and Add Course. In the
New Course dialog box give the course a il ool e sl et e S e
name e.g. Activity 1 or Year 6 Easy. In ool e aiiou S

the Course Type dialog box select
Normal course. No other entries

meters

Class list / Secondary title

required. A

The course name will appear in the Map printing scale: 1

controls list and the start and finish on the Description appearance: | Symbols v

map will be joined by aline. Control circle labels: Sequence number (3) w
First centrol number; 1 =

2a For activities, From Menu Bar select =
Course as in 2 but in Course Type select
Score Course. A start and finish may not
be needed and a pdf grid could be the Cancel
map for the activity.




3

Go to toolbar, select Add Control and drag the control circle to your selected control
site feature and click to place. The purple course line now goes from the start to your
Control and gSchUUI Mame - Purple Pen

then to the File Edit View Event Course [Item GPS Reperts Help

== X | A AddStart O Add Control (@) Add Finish [E Add Descriptions £ Add Map Exchange ~ 7 Add Special ltem ~ -

finiSh, unless All controls Activity 1

USing a Score School Name o=\ [ TR J
Course Activity1 0.1 km www . bado.org.uk

Select add [1> =

control each ¢ 30 m SO

time you wish
to add a
control to
your course .
or activity until the course is complete. Controls will be numbered in sequence and
can be moved by drag and drop. Select control and delete to remove. Add controls
anywhere on the course and re-numbering will be automatic. The length of the
course is shown, calculated from the previously entered map scale. The control
numbers now appear in front of the control code in the descriptions.

4

To add more courses click Course on the menu bar and name a new name. The
Control list will now have an additional course which can be planned the same as the
first course. When you | @ sss-purpie pen

SeleCt Add ContrOI File Edit View FEvent Course Iem GPS Reports  Help
the COﬂtI’O'S on other _:” jtri i ?::;::m © Add Control (@) Add Finish [ff Add Descriptions £ Add Map Exchange » 7 Add Special It
courses will appear on Rucstall — g br @A
the map so that you Activity 1| 0.4km Yo
can create a new site  |[[> bd \\/\k A
or using an existing 13 W R R
one. 2% A6 s 4
3 (35 g = D ald
3) 4 (36 __j"-._____,___-———---:?;“ 1 A Scale 1:
To see each course Akl A 4 o
CX 70m p @)

individually select = e J .,
ourse ivity 1 i
from bar above the Length: 0.39 km 0
control list. To see all Legend
controls used select .
All controls and they
will all appear on the map. This map should be used for putting out and checking
controls.

Left mouse button: select object; Right mouse button: move map; Scroll wheel: zoom infout | Zo

If you do not need Control Descriptions you can now print courses for
teaching skills and running activities. Printing Instructions below.

If you are planning an event with a few or many courses for an orienteering
event you will also need to create Control Descriptions



Providing Control Descriptions

Control Descriptions identify controls with a Rucstall
unique code, describe the feature used as a All | 10 |
control site and describe the control position in controls controls
relation to the features. >

1 3 | =

Change control codes by selecting the “All 32

Controls” list and double clicking the existing 33

number - 31. Enter the new code in the enter

new code box and enter. The code will change. 34

Codes can be numerical or alphabetical. 25

2 36

Click box to the right of the code and a menu of 37

arrows will appear which allows stating where the

feature is in relation to other features of the same type. You probably do not need to

use this square.

3

Click the next box to the right and a menu of pictorial
descriptions will appear. Hover over them to discover
which features they relate to. Click the appropriate

feature and it will appear in the box on the description
list. You have features such as path, tree, fence, wall,
building etc. If the feature is at a crossing or junction of
different features the other feature can be placed from
the same menu in the next box. The third box allows a

choice of crossing or junction.
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4

The fourth box produces a menu of the position of the
feature. Hover to read and choose the correct position.
The last box is unlikely to be used. Click to see the
choices.

5

The Control Description box under All controls should
have a complete list of control numbers and the
features where the controls are to be placed.
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File Edit View Event Course Item GPS Reports Help
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descriptions on the 234 %
map, first select the 3% |m
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above the descriptions. [2137] |-

The controls will now XX 0m
be numbered in order

from 1. Then select

Add Descriptions from

the toolbar

Course "Activity 1"
Length: 0.37 km
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All controls  Activity 2 Activity 1

. The cursor will

appear as a Rucstall
black cross which | Activity1 | 0.4km RUCSTALL Primary
can be used to > School
draw a red box 138 -
on the map. 2|94 5 _
Release and 3 %5 |8 m
. 4 (36 X
click, and the 5 37| | ol | 1 .t PN e
course control X 0m SO

descriptions will
be placed where
you want them
on the map.

1 Scale 1: 1200
1em @ 12m




Editing
1

For White, Yellow and Orange Courses you will
need to provide Descriptions as text. To change ]
Control Descriptions from pictorial to text — select Lengeh kn
Course from menu bar and select Properties. In

the Course Properties dialog box select

Description appearance and select text. OK. The
international pictorial descriptions will change to

Course Properties ? X

Course name: m

Coursetype: | Normal Course ~

Climb: reters

Class list / Secondary title

The following (optional) text will appear on the second line
of the control description sheet:

teXt Appearance
Map printing scale: 1
— Description appearance: | Symbols ~
Control circle labels: Sequence number (3) ™
First control number: 1 =
Cancel

Some features on the Legend for
your map are non standard. For '

Choose the language used for textual control descriptions:

English (United Kingdom) v

[] Make this the default language for new events

example a bIaCk Cross and a bIaCk | Click on a description symbol to customize the text that is used in textual control

circle are described as Special e

items. So if a black cross or a circle Standard toc:

has been shown on your legend as O Special item Special eie/Specatiiem |

a lamp post or other object, this can D Terece Reset
[ ipti bb i g :

be stated in the descriptions. Select e :

Event from the menu bar and select | |~ erbank I

Customise description text. : ﬁ ;h ;

Select the symbol from the list that you
wish to change and select Change text.

In the blue box type the name you wish to
appear, e.g. Lamp post. OK. The words
lamp post will appear in the control
descriptions instead of special item.

A seat or picnic bench are also non-
standard and you could enter any symbol
otherwise not used in the control

oK Cancel

Enter the customized text for the symbol in the "Text” column,

Show plural forms

Mumber Text

plural lamp posts



descriptions to represent them and then change the text. In this way you could
create text for a seat or picnic bench.

3_ Customize Appearance T x
tem Sizes Pumple Color

TO Ch ange the Use [OF standard sizes <: Blend purple with undertying map colors

appearan ce Of the Cortrol circle diameter: 600 3| mm Use purple color from map

drawn Cou rse Line width: 035 | mm Cyan: - = Magenta: =

SeIeCt Event from Center dot diameter: 000 % | mm Yellow: % Black: =

Control number height: mm

Control Descriptions

menu bar and
Untick “Use IOF
standard sizes and
you can change o

the size of control /
circles, create @ . 1 3
white edges to /

Control number style: Regular e Color: Black e

White: ol d numbers: 000 =
e outline around numbers = mm OCAD Map

Automatic leg gap size: 350 3 mm [ Use overprint effect for colors marked "overprint”

control numbers so
that they can be _
seen against a dark background and alter the colour used.

4

Cancel

Course lines can be bent around out of bounds areas and gaps can be put into lines
so that information is not hidden. At the right hand end of the toolbar are add bend
and add gap symbols. On the map select the line you wish to alter and then select
the tool. A black cross will appear that can be placed on the selected line and
dragged to make the changes required.

Printing Courses

Before printing, centre all circles exactly on the features. Control numbers can also
be moved so that they do not obscure map detail — click and drag. In the File menu
select Print Courses and tick courses that you wish to print. Print.

Don’t forget to use “Save As” and also “Save Changes” when you close your
files.



